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Coccioli, Carlo Heaven and Earth 
Prentice-Hall. July 14, 1952. 318p. $3.50. 


“We have taken heaven and cut down our own 
size, for would too overpowering see 
truly is. have taken heaven and fashioned into 
earthly garment.” Thus speaks Don Ardito Pic- 
cardi, the impassioned priest-hero Heaven and Earth. 
lives saintly life but tortured one. Racked 
the realities Christ, Golgotha, the whole over- 
powering message the Gospels, his life constant 
lashing his soul, scourge and spur live the 
realization his belief. 

From the very first Satan made contact with his life. 
Satan opened the gate his vocation when wit- 
nessed the exorcism Luisella, little playmate his 
youth possessed the devil. Satan stalks him with 
the temptations the flesh Adriana, neurotic 
suicide. Satan lures him with the promise bril- 
liant career the lecture salons the rich. Satan 
is, who finally tries trap him into the delusion that 
saint. 

Fear motivates much his action but not fear 
Satan, whom conquers means his severe as- 
ceticism and intellectual brilliance. Rather fears the 
Satan mediocrity, the demon that waters down truth 
make less bitter, the devil that inspires priests 
take heaven and faith and God and justice and charity 
and cut them down their own size. “Can 
accept this sequence events (the most monstrous 
sacrifice that history records, the sacrifice God Him- 
self for the nourishment His people, for them 
take into their stomachs and feed upon) the way 
accept the sequence the seasons, without going mad 
with What terrible thing is! believe 
it, shouldn’t throw ourselves down the ground 
and like beaten dogs?” 

“If priests were only think what are, 
should mad with glory and fear. And yet 


about these hands ours, speak the language 


the world and feel that belong it. sing, 
complain, laugh, cry, use slang, tell jokes, shave, and 
our shoes just like everyone around us. 
advise lukewarm souls restrain their zeal; who 
are the flames dare preach tepidity!” There the 
Adversary, there the dry-rot within the souls those 
chosen for all eternity priesthood according the 
order Melchisedech. When Don Ardito speaks 
Catholic society being the reign the absurd, 
launches into paragraph the life the Gospels 
that would the envy Bloy Peguy. 
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men the priesthood. Don Ardito too 
fundamentally humble man pass such judgments. 
fact, reveals the extremist concepts his own soul 
only because failure his own eyes. Situated 
comfortable parish, begs his pastor send him 
away. His pastor, Don Antonio Zei, tries under- 
stand, and order give him the opportunity 
modify his thought, think too much about the 
devil, requests the bishop transfer him 
the remote mountain village Chiarotorre. 


Don Ardito’s life unfolds through his letters the 
Rector the Seminary, Don Agostino Zanardi, 
elderly patriarch, confessor and friend. The Rector 
tells Don Antonio Zei how the young seminarian gave 
his inheritance with calculated stroke renuncia- 
tion. Chiarotorre, atheist called Antonino Belli, 
kind intellectual exile, keeps the reader informed 
the two camps that formed the arrival the 
priest the village. Don Ardito’s dismissal Corinna, 
the too-young, disheveled housekeeper whom the vil- 
lagers entitled “the priestess”, causes the comment com- 
mon rectories, and especially 
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Coccioli Dewey 


His first dreadful sermon brings him the advice 
old-timer the place “Listen you don’t 
stop that kind talk people will hate you. And 
there’s absolutely chance that they will ever under- 
stand what you are saying. report you for sub- 
versive ideas, that’s what they’ll do. Because good 
Christian people are capable anything except 
understanding the truth. that clear?” 


From Chiarotorre, Don Ardito goes the city where 
becomes sensation the literary salons. After 
working what the villagers acclaim miracle, 
goes down into the centers culture become the 
Benjamin society—all the while increasing his self- 
renouncement and his penance. fails save 
Adriana, daughter Countess; fails save 
homosexual; seems have great influence over the 
faithful and unbelievers alike. one point seems 
actually lose hold his control when dashes off 
Naples speak priest who wrote him note 
congratulation his latest book. 


Humbly fearful, supremely selfless, Don Ardito goes 
back the mountains Chiarotorre when the war 
comes. There dies, martyred for the lives his 
partisan comrades who, contrary his counsel, had 
blown bridge full Nazi transport the night. 
His last message synthesizes his life, justifies its torment 
and its joy. message Christian love. 


Some the ideas Heaven and Earth need very care- 
ful theological distinction. When Don Ardito blesses 
the poor who sin poverty and says “Blessed your 
one can just see the moralists dashing off use 
bell and candle the book. Some four other ex- 
amples might cited, but these are more easily ex- 
plainable. But the vision truth vivid and vio- 
lent reality will cause many leave this book 
beating our breasts and saying “Mea culpa”. Don 
Ardito may little too unreal for our earth-bound 
minds, but then again, the same complaint was made 
about Teresa Avila and the Cure Ars. 


Frankly, Graham Greene George Bernanos should 
have reviewed this eminently readable novel—notwith- 
standing its few near-heresies. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB— 
MID-SUMMER SELECTION 


Dewey, Thomas Journey the Far Pacific 
Doubleday. July 14, 1952. 335p. $4.00. 

the political campaigning for the presidency this 
year foreign policy will one the determining fac- 
tors. Governor Dewey New York belongs the 
international wing the Republican Party 
new book represents his views the Orient. 
year made flying trip six weeks the Far 
Pacific and his observations our foreign policy 
that vast area are worthy consideration. 


Successively visited Japan, Korea, Okinawa, For- 
mosa, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Indo-China, Malaya 
and Indonesia. Because was the titular head the 
Republican Party, emperors, kings, presidents, prime 


Best 


ministers and leading officials were happy receive 
him and discuss the political, economic and social 
problems their countries. But also found time 
talk the common people—shop-keepers, farmers, 
soldiers—and learned what they thought the 
local, national and international situations. 


Only too aware that one cannot become authority 
the Orient six weeks, Dewey presents his opinions 
the impressions American who seriously 
interested world peace. was worried whether 
our estimates enemy killed Korea and enemy 
losses the air were accurate. satisfied now that 
they are. From their experience Korea the military 
have learned that air power alone does not win wars. 
Okinawa vital strategic air base. The army 
Chiang Kai-shek Formosa could not employed 
today hold territory the China mainland its 
potential important for the future and for possible 
guerrilla action soon. 


Because they expected receive eight billion dollars 
reparations, the Filipinos are disappointed with the 
Japanese Peace Treaty. explains who the Huks 
are, what their relation Communism and why 
they are such thorn the side the new govern- 
ment. Hong Kong the British gave him their reasons 
for recognizing Red China. They are not very cogent 
and reveal diplomacy its basest. Hong Kong 
everyone was convinced that Southeast Asia was the 
pivotal point future action the struggle between 
Communism and the free world. France, Britain 
and the United States will guarantee Southeast Asia 
from Communist aggression, will stand. not, the 
whole Orient will Red. Action through strength 
the only language the Communists understand. 


One Englishman—an expert Russian affairs—told 
Dewey that Moscow allots equal amounts her budget 
propaganda and her military forces. Perhaps this 
the reason why are losing the cold war the 
Far East. any rate, the Russians are much smarter 
propaganda than are that the results are tragic. 
While mistake try westernize the Orient, 
least can make clear them that want Asia 
for the Asians, not for the Russians, that wish 
help the people Asia better themselves and that 
have ambition dominate them. The Philippines 
are proof our real intentions. Yet the millions 
hind the bamboo curtain not know this—a serious 
defect our foreign policy. 


This not profound book for experts the Orient. 
Not all the questions about the Far East are answered. 
But does explain why Moscow seriously inter- 
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ested Asia and why enlightened American foreign 
policy should not concentrate the Atlantic that 
forgets the Pacific. 


Harry Koenig, 
Saint Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, 


O’Donnell, Donat Maria Cross 
Oxford University Press. May 1952. 267p. $5.00. 
Like most good books Criticism Maria Cross not 
startling its conclusions. What Mr. O’Donnell sees 
has been seen before, although not with his sceptical 
and discerning eyes. And certainly one has written 
more exactly, terms the hidden assumptions 
the moment—of the questions that are not quite frankly 
put—than this new critic what many have called, 
wrongly, Catholic literature. 


have said that his discoveries are not startling. Ex- 
amining Mauriac, Bernanos, Waugh, Greene, Bloy, 
Peguy, Claudel and Sean finds that, de- 
spite vast differences, they are all exiles the modern 
world, searchers for the lost Eden childhood 
wilderness bourgeois cupidity 
rationalism. say that this discovery was predictable 
merely say that any writer, and not necessarily 
Catholic writer, will always contend against the malice 
Pharisees, the false common sense Pilate and the 
lusts Herod proportion his own consciousness 
spiritual realities. Even the symbol taken from 
Mauriac character, Maria Cross, the woman who 
once mother and mistress, comforter and burden, 
not new symbol. Dostoyevsky and many before him 
have found woman the dark metaphor death 
and love death which Mr. O’Donnell claims 
linking pattern the imaginative world his 
eight authors. The novelty the book, apart from its 
unique personal tone, consists its exploration, its un- 
the unconscious world, the matrix the 
imagination, which lies below the conscious principles 
and the professed orthodoxy these masters the 
Catholic Renascence. Mr. O’Donnell cuts deeply and 
finds not the principles Art and Scholasticism 
but vague, imperfectly expressed obsession with suf- 
fering, the analogy the redemptive cross. 


O’Donnell 


With the exception Claudel, Mr. O’Donnell’s sub- 
jects are not, would claim with Graham Greene, 
Catholic writers much they are writers who hap- 
pen Catholic. They not illustrate dogma; or, 
they do, alleges the case Mauriac’s later 
work, they are the lesser artists for it. Indeed the 
purpose Maria Cross show innuendo and argu- 
ment, unstressed comparison and unemphatic in- 
ference, that the free imagination hostile the coun- 
sels abstract philosophy. There affinity here 
for Greene’s theory that every writer has governing 
obsession, with Edmund Wilson’s theory expressed 
the metaphor the wound and the bow, with the 
psychological critics the Freudian and Jungian school 
who are less concerned with literary criticism such, 
they are with the analysis the writer’s soul 
and the souls those who their sympathetic 
reading become the writer’s collaborators. 


This intimate sense our moment, 
psychological problems, makes intensely stimulating 
book. Its curiously Irish mixture honey and gall, 
its moderated praise and dissimulated denigration, its 
mocking candor catharized playful wit, its some- 
what affected disguise rich, unprofessional scholar- 
ship, its critical tension between passionate involve- 
ment and scientific detachment, lend its special 
flavor. Original, daring, exciting—Mr. O’Donnell 
all these things and also something less than complete 
critic. For him, know all forgive little. Some- 
how other his subjects shrink his the 
critic grows, the writers decrease; accept Mr. O’Don- 
nell’s shiny new currency only depreciate that 
his authors. are all perhaps aware Mauriac’s 
fundamental Jansenism, Bernanos’ irrational distrust 
mind, Bloy’s intermittent identification himself 
with deity, Peguy’s conscription God for the 
French Army, O’Faolain’s fussy anticlericalism, 
Greene’s valid ambiguities interpretation and invalid 
ambiguities fact. But, grateful are for Mr. 
O’Donnell’s analyses, especially when they serve dis- 
abuse pious critics their incredibly edifying simpli- 
fications, cannot avoid the feeling that has dis- 
solved his subjects his own acids. Claudel surely, 
and perhaps Peguy, survive his inspection, perhaps be- 
cause these two cases has devoted more time 
their actual composition. The others are trivialized. 


Consider for example Mr. O’Donnell’s 
Evelyn Waugh. his essay called “The Pieties 
Evelyn Waugh”, Waugh’s Catholicism writes 
mingled with highly personal system belief and 
devotion”. The main element this religion de- 
scribed deep English romanticism” seen particu- 
larly Tony Last’s Winnie-the-Pooh world 
Captain Ryder’s hatred the unromantic Hooper. 
This romanticism linked the fantasies youth— 
its games and its cruelties and class sense instinct 
with snobbery. Brideshead Revisited “breathes from 
beginning end loving patience with mortal sin 
among the aristocracy and un-Christian petulance 
toward the minor foibles the middle class”. Hence 
Mr. O’Donnell finds that Waugh’s Catholicism “is 
hardly separable from personal romanticism and 
class loyalty. Mr. Waugh’s theology, the love 
money not only not the root all evil, pre- 
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Sweet 


liminary form the love God.” English gentle- 
man “with slight symptoms Hysteria”, Waugh sati- 
rizes not correct stupidities but justify his own 
rigid and intolerant pieties. Modern 
Europe inspired boredom rather than indignation 
and The Loved One gives evidence “atrocious 
levity” and perceptible undercurrent sheer de- 
light cruelty for its own Mr. O’Don- 
nell inserts within his exposition such evaluative phrases 
“natural irresponsibility”, and “calculated outrage”. 
concludes his essay the following paragraph: 


“So fantastic mind hardly qualified make great 
contributions Christian thought, render bal- 
anced judgment the political issues the day. 
is, however, preeminently well equipped for artistic 
creation. indomitably childish imagination, which 
refuses equally the sway modernity and middle 
age, Waugh’s incalculable force.” 


Now few will quarrel with Mr. O’Donnell’s descrip- 
tion Mr. Waugh’s snobbery, romanticism and lunatic 
irresponsibility imagination. Mr. Waugh boasts 
all three. They are the costumes for his public appear- 
ances, carefully cultivated the synthetic anguish 
pious well-fed young existentialists who have gone 
Kafka after summer’s reading. Mr. Waugh may not 
even want defended from the grosser implications 
the charge snobbery. dearly loves lord, and 
cheerfully insulted them others for their 
sake. But such profile Mr. Waugh hardly 
the point. The real point, which appears only the 
last two sentences Mr. O’Donnell’s essay, that Mr. 
Waugh’s very odd mind preeminently equipped for 
artistic creation, that his imagination “an incalculable 
force”. Mr. O’Donnell tends, not ignore the 
literary act, then least keep subordinate the less 
relevant question Waugh’s admittedly deplorable 
social and political atavism. And what novelist, 
might asked, really expected make great con- 
tributions Christian thought? Mr. O’Donnell 
somewhat inconsistent here. another chapter 
tends excuse Bernanos’ exaggerations precisely 
the ground that was expressing attitude rather 
than explaining truth, because felt rather than 
thought. 


Corrective bias, the vice perfectionists, perhaps too 
much evidence Maria Cross. Because many Cath- 
olic critics have ignored psychology the interest 
have taken Bloy and Bernanos modern 
doctors the Church, have ignored, their fastidious 
efforts separate religion and art, the important con- 
flicts between professed orthodoxy and contradictory 
emotional drives, Mr. O’Donnell has possibly yielded 
the temptation oversevere his tone, more 
belittling than really wishes be. chases few 
too many silly opinions down irrelevant 
whatever its defects Maria Cross the whole first- 
rate critical performance which intelligent reader 
will ignore and lover good English prose will want 
forget. undoubtedly the best-written criticism 
are likely read many year, most refreshing 
antidote the verbal pedantries the formalists. 


Francis Connolly, 
New Rochelle, New York 


Best 


Sweet, William Warren 
Religion the Development American Culture 
Scribner. May 26, 1952. 338p. $3.50. 


The most prolific student the history religious 
development the United States, William Warren 
Sweet, has produced the second part 
four-volume history religion America. This second 
volume covers the period from shortly before the Revo- 
lution down 1840. 


Dr. Sweet presents able synthesis the role 
religious groups the struggle for American 
pendence, and deals competently with the problems 
church organization newly-independent nation, 
But the most important chapters are those devoted 
religion and the frontier, religion and cultural founda- 
tions, the revolt against established dogmas, and the 
theology “disinterested 


The historians the Turner school, who saw the west- 
ward movement the cardinal force American 
tory, were largely economic determinists. They have 
usually explained the frontier terms almost hermeti- 
cally economic. Dr. Sweet says: All the prin- 
cipal historians this period have been poorly 
equipped, both knowledge and attitude, give 
religion its rightful place during these formative 
Painting dark picture frontier morals 
and culture (perhaps too dark, the author admits), 
Dr. Sweet portrays against this background the impor- 
tance religions barrier against total degradation 
the Western wilderness. Frontier conditions encour- 
aged experimentation religion and this experi- 
mentation constitutes one the most significant 
and important aspects new western civilization and 
culture”. was this religious leaven, too, which made 
possible the rapid rise culture the 
dentally, the revivalists and their camp meetings are 
accorded treatment much more 
that meted out the traditional historians. 


The revolt against established 
against the dour doctrines John Calvin, chronicled 
Dr. Sweet. The rise Unitarianism, Universalism 
and Taylorism, all different degrees rebellion against 
Calvinism, together with growing schisms the Bap- 
tist, Presbyterian, Methodist and Quaker folds, are de- 
scribed detail. One chapter devoted the reli- 
gious eccentricities the age: mil- 
lenialism and Mormonism. 


study the development Protestantism under 
peculiar American conditions, Dr. Sweet’s book com- 
prehensive and discerning. Some readers may find his 
pragmatic canons judgment and his implicit aversion 
dogma more than mildly irritating; but such intel- 
lectual attitudes, strong they were the period with 
which the book deals, may help recapture the Zeit- 
geist Protestant America. 


One expects that Catholic readers will interested 
the brief sections dealing with the Church America. 
While generally fair and well-balanced, they are 
red few gratuitous, unfriendly observations. For 
example, the author perfectly sound ground when 
says that the “Hunt” hypothesis (Bellarmine’s in- 
fluence Jefferson and the Declaration Independ- 
ence) has been exploded; but was necessary for him 
add that the Catholic claims are still made, 
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especially all patriotic occasions”? serious Cath- 
olic scholar important Catholic spokesman recent 
years has advanced the Bellarmine argument. the 
same subject, Dr. Sweet notes italicized astonishment 
Maynard’s contention that Thomas Aquinas, via Rich- 
ard Hooker, influenced John Locke. While admitting 
that the Locke-Hooker-Aquinas relationship may 
easily strained, are believe that some sort iron 
curtain descended, say about 1518, isolating modern 
thinkers from the influences medieval scholasticism, 
the mainstream Western philosophy? 


Again, after quoting Charles Carroll the effect that 
had supported the Revolution because hope 
that the multiplicity sects would prevent any one 
from growing dominant enough become the religion 
the state, Dr. Sweet observes: sentiment, 
doubtless, which many present-day American Roman 
Catholic prelates would repudiate”. few pages later, 
noting the fact that Bishop Cheverus Boston some- 
times preached Protestant churches (not Protes- 
tant services), Dr. Sweet comments that this 
far cry from the position now taken that Catholics will 
pray for Protestants but never with them. pity 
that Irish truculence should have speedily put 
end this type urbane Catholicism America.” 


Catholic readers will interested, also, the section 
titled “Religion the Making the Constitution”. 
Here Dr. Sweet leans heavily the researches 
Anson Phelps Stokes, accepting the view that the evi- 
dence indicates that Congress, fram- 
ing the First Amendment, was thinking terms 


complete separation Church and State. How much 
this conclusiveness results from eighteenth-century 
evidence and how much from twentieth-century inter- 


Despite these criticisms (and few other sins omis- 
sion which are not noted), Religion the Develop- 
ment American Culture commendable book. 
marks successful attempt restore religiom its 
proper place the catalog forces which shape the 
destinies men and nations, and relieve the history 
the American frontier its incubus economic 


determinism. 
Frank Gerrity, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Coblentz, Edmond Randolph Hearst 
Simon Schuster. May 21, 1952. 310p. $3.50. 


reader who knows little nothing about William 
Randolph Hearst, this biographical autobiography will 
truly amazing experience. will read about 
man who was, without doubt, the most ethical, most 
scrupulous, most honest, most lovable, 
Most patriotic, most sensitive, and most gifted Ameri- 
can the past seventy-five years. Unfortunately, that 
same reader will know little about the man whom most 
Americans have been hearing about for that same 
amount time. 


The major flaw this obviously biased portrait “The 
Chief”, Mr. Hearst was called his underlings, 
that much has been left out it. Subtitled Por- 
trait His Own Words”, the book eclectic tour 
force: Mr. Coblentz, associate the late pub- 


Coblentz Clark 


lisher for over fifty years, has carefully chosen from the 
memoranda and personal correspondence Mr. Hearst 
only those items which will justify his own feelings 
about his subject: abject adoration. has gleaned 
enough from the mass material his disposal 
delineate the character described the first paragraph 
this review, but not the character who was known 
considerably different during his stormily contro- 
versial lifetime. commendable intention and Mr. 
Coblentz complimented for his steadfastness 
and devotion old friend; many the late FDR’s 
reputed friends set fearful pattern iconoclasm 
the past few years American publishing history. 


But any intelligent adult who has been aware the 
Hearstian activities for the past fifty years, the work 
obvious whitewash. There absolutely attempt 
the part Coblentz “portray” his Chief with 
objective integrity, with all his human faults, foibles, 
and failures. Had included them, the work would 
have taken some true dimensions and been book 
value, explaining from sympathetic viewpoint the 
often enigmatic actions man who made distinct 
impression the history his times. Just one ex- 
ample might suffice point out how far from reality 
Coblentz goes his “portrait”: there not one men- 
tion Mr. Heart’s protracted relation with Marion 
Davies. Lest this judgment misunderstood, this re- 
details possible realizing the portrait human be- 
ing; they help the reader grasp the humanness the 
subject. They are necessary the dates his birth 
and death; they afford intrinsic tie identity: 
relationship with another real human being and not 
caricature one. 


Since much has been written about Mr. Hearst 
writers who were opposed him Coblentz reveres 
him, perhaps this book has certain value. One sees 
the other side the coin, although it’s bit too bright- 
polished contrast the tarnish its obverse. 
Mr. Hearst wrote George Young, who was publisher 
the Los Angeles Examiner and who had suggested 
either bad picture and good likeness, good like- 
ness and bad picture”, Coblentz’s work neither 
good picture nor good likeness. the associate pub- 
lisher the San Francisco Call-Bulletin and old 
newshand who should know better, reporter should 
get the facts straight”. 

John Coppinger, 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 


Clark, Arthur The Exploration Space 
Harper. June 18, 1952. 199p. $3.50. 


For those who have every intention keeping their 
feet forever firmly solid ground, who see possi- 
bility nor reason for space travel, there will not much 
reason read this book nor others like it. others 
who are satisfied come their adventures vicari- 
ously this book may too prosaic, too concerned with 
the multitude little, yet critical, problems which will 
have faced the designers space ships and 
the space travelers themselves. Rather written for 
those who believe, matter how fantastic may seem 


present, that space travel will possible some day 
and therefore wish consider the problems space 
travel seriously. 


However fascinating may the contemplation visit- 
ing the other side the Moon, seeing what the 
“canals” Mars really are, wandering among the 
stars, must realized that with the present status 
scientific knowledge and engineering development, and 
even allowing for predictable advances, the matter 
space travel would tremendously expensive under- 
taking. can not but wonder who would bear the 
expense and what returns there could possibly be. 
Yet, despite the difficulties overcome and the 
uncertainties the value such undertaking, space 
travel being seriously considered The Exploration 
Space clearly indicates. 

The author, who the chairman the British Inter- 
planatary Society, considers such matters the physics 
rocket propulsion, terminal velocity, escape velocity, 
air resistance, orbital velocities, and space navigation 
and communication. With the fuels available escape 
velocity for the earth—which amount about 25,000 
mph—can not even approached with single rocket 
unit. However the use step-rocket arrangement 
almost any velocity could conceivably attained. 
This arrangement refers the construction rocket- 
on-a-rocket—two more rockets series. After the 
first has expended its fuel and made its contribution 
the velocity detached and the next one takes off 
from “running start” and able acquire just 
much more additional velocity. However, with the 
addition each step the size and cost exag- 
gerated proportion the end result. Even so, disre- 
garding the size and cost, the author outlines procedures 
which would possible the near future 
send unmanned orbiting rockets which, equipped 
with automatic instruments, could carry out prelimi- 
nary survey operations. Thereafter “space station”, 
which would serve, among other things, refueling 
stop, could established and from this point journey 
the Moon could undertaken the first step 
the conquest space. 

The problems space navigation—referred astro- 
nautics—are considered but not seem present un- 
surmountable difficulties. Life space ship presents 
more difficulties, some which probably can not 
foreseen until men take off space. For example, the 
effects prolonged “free conditions—or lack 
gravity—as would exist coasting space ship, are 
not known. One interesting consequence free fall 
flight would that expired air would inhaled re- 
peatedly one did not keep the move since there 
would not much tendency for the breath float 
away. This would require forced ventilation. Purifica- 
tion the air could doubt accomplished satis- 
However, there would always some pos- 
sibility space ship being punctured meteorite 
that extra oxygen would have carried meet 
such contingency. Existence the Moon, some 
the planets, with conditions alien men would 
extremely hazardous and unpleasant until base was 
established. Even then conditions would still quite 
foreign men and only those with very rugged con- 
stitutions could hope remain for long. Despite the 
difficulties and expense involved space travel and the 
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Best SELLERs 
doubtfulness any compensating returns other than 
greatly extended knowledge our solar system and his 
other parts the Universe there are doubtless enough gerry 
those adventurous souls who are willing explore bring 
almost anywhere make space travel possible sooner 
later. have 
For those, scientist and alike, who wish 
speculate about space travel beyond our small corner 
the Universe where await discoveries which can not 
even imagined and for those who wish learn 
about the problems and difficulties faced space 
travel this book recommended. 
Joseph Harper, Ph.D. 
ul, 
McCoy, Horace Scalpel 
Appleton-Century-Croft. June 23, 1952. 373p. $3.50. prison 
This novel follows the career doctor who comes 
home from distinguished service World War 
become the most fashionable surgeon Pittsburgh. But 
Related his spectacular rise (his family had been tors, 
miners Coalville, Pa.) are two women—one the for 
twice-married and twice-divorced Helen Curtis, 
ter the “Dowager Empress” Pittsburgh society, and the 
the other scrub nurse named Lasher. Tom cou 
the hero medico, loves both these women (each the 
turn and, for time, simultaneously: trick all); 
and both them, course, love him. But don’t 
judge Doc Owen. He’s really modest fellow, 
uncertain about his professional competence and his 
emotional attachments, and only trying, after all, The 
arrive some certitude these matters. And 
decent sort, too, for finally chucks his million-dollar 
cinch Pittsburgh and goes Harvard teach 
surgery, and one the girls goes along his wife 
There’s some good writing spots, but little else 
recommend this dull novel with its vague and uncon Hought 
vincing background, its shallow people, its clumsy plot Decept 
Joseph Belvedere, its title 
Brooklyn, New York its 
The Candidate, Photographic Interview with 
the Honorable James Durante 
Simon Schuster. June 1952. 119p. $1.00. 
$ ¢ 
strate the mobility comedian The Honorable 
Durante’s countenance collector’s item for 
who—and they seem legion—admire The 
able Jimmie. may also prove indispensable 
for the candidates the other parties, Democrat 
Republican, when preparing for ddl 
Twenty-nine attitudes are reflected the Honorable 
James reaction “pertinent” questions. They 
not uproariously funny. The Honorable has 
heard well seen. Nor can anyone accuse 
Durante being photogenic the accepted trade 
terpretation that overworked word. But his 
figure and “monumentous” face can evoke 
pathetic smile. One might take exception the 
ture accompanying the query: May have 
accurate reproduction The Candidate’s reply. But 
ough 
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his reaction What are your thoughts cloture, 
gerrymandering and bipartisan policy? and Will you 
bring dynamic and vigorous approach your major 
public utterances? are genuine Durante. It’s nice 
have this collection pin-ups one America’s 
best-loved public figures. “Gimme Jimmy” might well 
campaign cry; sensible any other far pro- 


posed 1952. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Leeming, John The Natives are Friendly 
Dutton. June 1952. 222p. $3.00. 


War for Sherman was hell, for Custer was wonder- 
ful, for most other soldiers uneven mixture 
both. But for John Leeming was three years’ im- 
prisonment P.O.W. Italy. And though that 
fact sounds grim, Leeming’s sense humor makes 
rather gay. 

But his camp was neither Koje embarrass the cap- 
tors, nor Dachau eliminate the captives, but one 
for high brass with poker, picnics, chicken 
water—more less, with the amiable jailers observing 
all the amenities and the jailed critically curt but just 
courteous. 

the setting presents itself incongruous and ridicu- 
Mr. Leeming makes the most it, poking subtle 
innuendo into British pomposity even ribs Italian 
hospitality. The style, Leeming assesses the ridicu- 


lousness the situation, has subtle smile about it. 
The result highly entertaining. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Laski, Marghanita The Village 
Houghton, Mifflin. May 29, 1952. 280p. $3.00. 
Deceptively echoing Mary Mitford and Mrs. Gaskell 
its title, this semi-satirical comedy manners has for 
its background the social revolution” England. 
Principally, against the unrest caused the war’s end 
and the breaching old social barriers set the story 
the love Margaret Trevor, the impoverished 
“sentry” Priory Hill, and Roy Wilson, well-salaried 
printer, son Mrs. Trevor’s former charwoman. 
the plot sufficient say that deals with the 
efforts the two overcome the difficulties placed 
their way the Trevors whose smug complacency 
shattered this outrage their elder daughter. 

The story, slight is, neatly handled, but the 
chief interest lies the characterizations, which are 
deft. Gerald Trevor, retired soldier, stock 
muddle-headed Britisher the middle-class, partaking 


most the qualities Col. Blimp. Wendy, his 


wife, the shrewdly stupid female his species, proud, 
malicious, gracious, unfair, scheming, and determined 
any cost preserve the meaningless forms 
vanished order. 

Contrasted with the unreasoning attitude the Trevors 
the model deportment the Wilson’s who are calm, 
understanding and possessed all sterling 

The two orders line pretty much this way al- 
though here and there traitor his “class” appears 


Leeming Laski Sweet 


smooth make more difficult the way the young 
lovers. The introduction American woman 
the scene gives the author the opportunity compare 
the barriers between the gentry and the working class 
England with the Negro problem the United 
States. 


Despite the pointed moral that this story derives its 
force from the rise effective power the Labour 
Party, the problem encountered other lands and 
England itself has, fact, successfully weathered simi- 
lar social upheavals. The political implications the 
book are unfairly drawn, however, for the inanity 
the Trevors, the sympathetic plight the lovers and 
the need the people for housing are used tacitly 
mask justify “Labour” all white and mark 
“Tory” all black. 


Even so, adults will find The Village witty and enter- 
taining novel with good many its social criticisms 
extremely valid. 

Doris Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Gambs, John Man, Money and Goods 
Columbia University Press. April 18, 1952. 339p. $3.75. 
Dr. John Gambs, the author Man, Money and 
Goods, present Professor Economics Hamil- 
ton College Clinton, New York. has written 
previous works including his best known Decline the 
and Beyond Supply and latest 
effort capitalizes the wealth experience that 
has acquired both the teaching profession and the 
field writing. 


The obvious purpose this book discuss the 
average person’s language “the most exciting subject 
the 325 actual pages reading 
the author attacks this objective with clear, non- 
technical prose which readily affords the reader the 
maximum enjoyment with minimum confusion 
some the most knotty and debatable problems 
economic nature modern life. 


Starting with workable list definitions (in itself 
easy task field such this), the author guides the 
reader through the labyrinth standard theory, in- 
cluding such discussions and prices”, “labor, 
land and capital”, and finally “recent trends stand- 
ard theory”. Having now presented quite objectively 
these topics, very clear and analytical evaluation 
standard theory afforded the reader. This evalua- 
tion then readily serves basis for much considera- 


tion and discussion. 


attempt introduce the reader the views 
several the dissenters standard theory, such 
Karl Marx and Thorstein Veblen, Dr. Gambs briefly 
presents their doctrines and summarizes the dissident 
theory they present. attempt made any time 
set one school thought against another, but rather 
the reader given opportunity visualize what 
both schools have common well their most im- 
portant differences. Thus, the reader left decide 
for himself which school desires accept pos- 
sible panacea for some the economic ills that con- 
front the world the present time. 


Completing this fascinating work, the author renders 
account such economic concepts “depressions 
and booms”, “money” and “the banker’s role”. Truly, 
the style writing makes this otherwise dismal and 
confounding discussion economics interesting 
your favorite section the evening newspaper. This 
book can warmly recommended timely reading 
for all adults, particularly students social science, 
political science business administration, and those 
who have been afraid the intricacies economic 
theory and have shunned its study and understanding 


result. 
Charles Buckley, 
Department Business 
Administration, 
University Scranton 
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Presnell, Frank Too Hot Handle 
(Originally published Mills Co., Inc.) Dell. 224p. 
$0.25. (No. 593) 

Barlow, lawyer-sleuth, tangles with bad boys the 
bistro-and-dope racket and with some bad girls ditto; 
also assorted cops and cut-ups. slathered together 
and not too neatly. inferior 
not even worth two bits. 


* * * 


Boucher, Anthony Rocket the Morgue 
(Originally published Duell, Sloan Pierce, Inc., under 
Holmes.) Dell. 223p. $0.25. No. 
591 
giddy mixture Detective Terence Marshall, the 
heirs Fowler Foulkes (fictitious creator fictitious 
super-sleuth, Dr. Derringer), science-fiction writers and 
fans, and the demure Sister Ursula the Sisters 
Mary Bethany. Locked room puzzle and solution 
strains credulity well credibility; the writing 
easy take and author takes advantage opportunity 
oppose Sister Ursula’s shrewd comment worldly 
attitudes other characters. 


Mrs. Craddock 


Maugham, Somerset 
384p. 


(Originally published Doubleday, 1928.) Dell. 
$0.35. 

Probably intended pocket-edition modern 
classic; but this minor Maugham indeed, and shows 
its date slip. all about the yearnings and frustra- 
tions and combustiousness Bertha, who married Ed- 
ward the Craddock family but loved Gerald and 
on. British and veddy second rate. 


Cannan, Joanna The Taste Murder 


(Originally published Poisonous Relations William 
Morrow Co., Inc.) Dell. $0.25. (No. 596) 


Starts out standard British detective story, with 
assortment odd characters gathered paying guests 


Presnell Boucher Maugham Cannan Golden 
Bristow White Bargker 


Best 


handsome country estate owned the 
d’Estrays. The second Lady d’Estray had 
ganized the place into “hotel” and becomes the prime 
suspect forthright old cousin turns body 
mumber one. Very horsy and houndsy; but distin- 


the fact that the Scotland Yard Inspector, 


Ronald Price, sniffy prig, quite insufferable and not 
all standard brand. 


Golden, Dr. Francis Leo 

Jest What the Doctor Ordered 
(Originally published Frederick Fell, Inc., Oct. 1949.) 
Pocket Books. 223p. $0.25. (No. 872) 
joke book that should come handy source for 
medics tagged toastmasters and also amusing, 
spots, for private reading. Like all such collections 
quips and anecdotes—and puns and gags—it proves 
that what seems rip-roaring one can boring 
another. Some hoots; some very hollow. 


Jubilee Trail 
Cardinal edition.) 


Bristow, Gwen 

Pocket Books, 1952. 662p. $0.35. 
Original Crowell edition, 1950. 

sprawling costume adventure that rambles 
from coast coast and into almost every social stratum 
mid-nineteenth-century America. The colonization 
California interwoven with the plot and sub-plots 
that this book pretty well makes Miss Bristow the 
Margaret Mitchell Los Angeles. The story depends 
romance and sentimentalism rather than obscenity 
for its box-office appeal. (Reviewed Best Sellers, 


no. 22, Feb. 15, 1950, 177.) 


White, Leslie Turner Magnus the Magnificent 
Pocket Books, 1952. 337p. Original Crown edition, 
For the story, Magnus Carter reputed one 
the semi-official pirates whose exploits Elizabeth’s 
pre-Armada cold war are credited for England’s even- 
tual victory. There nothing magnificent about 
nus the handling women, ships, 
open condonation sexual immorality which, 
occasion, expressed quite crudely. (Reviewed 
Best Sellers, 10, no. June 1950, 43.) 


Rivers Parting 
Dell Book, D-107.) Origi- 


Barker, Shirley 

Dell, 1952. 384p. $0.35. 
nal Crown edition, 1950. 
artful and different historical novel relating the 
problems attendant upon the transplantation settlers 
into the New World; the story, highly fictionalized, 
shows how the settlers New Hampshire differed 
from their Puritan neighbors 
whole story has Hollywood-type backdrop. 
Best Sellers, 10, no. 21, Feb. 1951, 
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